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The Approaches Evolution on Western Studies of Mao Zedong

ZHANG Fang
(School of Marxism Studies, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract; The Western public’s impressions of Mao Zedong originated from the news reports during the
revolutionary period, while the academic researches of Mao Zedong emerged during the Cold War period.
There are two main approaches in the evolutionary history of Western Mao studies. One is historical analysis-ar-
ea studies approach, which underscores the importance of Chinese historical context and revolutionary praxis in
interpreting Mao. The other is global history-comparison approach, which emphasizes that Mao’s influences and
values should be analyzed universally and stresses the primacy of comparative studies. We could combine the
advantages of these two approaches and develop the domestic Mao studies academically.

Key words: Western studies of Mao Zedong; historical analysis-area studies approach; global history-

comparison approach
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