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“Blindspots” Solution to the Surprise Examination Paradox

LUO Zi-xin & HAO Min
(School of Marxism Studies, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract; The surprise examination paradox has been widely discussed in logic and formal epistemology.
R. Sorensen’s study indicates that the teacher’s announcement has some mysterious feature, which means that
there exists so called “conditional blindspot” in it. Blindspot means something really existing but unable to ob-
tained. T. Williamson and other philosophers who take the epistemic point view of vagueness think that objects
described by vague predicates have appearance boundaries actually. Comparison shows that the “appearance
boundary” is in fact the same thing with the “blindspot”. Therefore the “blindspots” solution to the surprise
examination paradox can be regarded as an extension of the epistemic view of vagueness. The relativity of
blindspots reflects on the relativity of paradoxes.
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