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(@Lahiri, Jhumpa. Interpreter of Maladies. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1999, p. 58.
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(DLahiri, Jhumpa. Interpreter of Maladies. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1999, p. 45.
@Labhiri, Jhumpa. Interpreter of Maladies. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1999, p. 47.

@ Todorov, Tzvetan. On Human Diversity : Nationalism, Racism, and Exoticism in French Thought. Trans. Catherine Porter. Cambridge, Mas-

sachusetts; Harvard University Press, 1993, p. 265.

@Derrida, Jacques. Positions. Trans. Alan Bass. University of Chicago Press, 1981, p. 41.
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(DCerteau, Michel de. Heterologies: Discourse on the Other. Trans. Brian Massumi. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1986, p. 3.

QEH]: (MR AEZR L), CHMESC) 2011 455 4 .

(®Lahiri, Jhumpa. Interpreter of Maladies. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1999, p. 51.
@Lahiri, Jhumpa. Interpreter of Maladies. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1999, p. 54.
(®Lahiri, Jhumpa. Interpreter of Maladies. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1999, p. 65.
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(DGirard, René. Violence and the Sacred. Trans. Patrick Gregory. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1977, p. 146.

@Girard, René. Deceit, Desire and the Novel : Self and Other in Literary Structure. Trans. Yvonne Freccero. Baltimore ; Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity Press, 1965, p. 2.

(3Girard, René. Deceit, Desire and the Novel : Self and Other in Literary Structure. Trans. Yvonne Freccero. Baltimore ; Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity Press, 1965, p. 1.

@Girard, René. Deceit, Desire and the Novel : Self and Other in Literary Structure. Trans. Yvonne Freccero. Baltimore ; Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity Press, 1965, p. 2.
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Alienation and Perverted Desire at Cross-cultural
Borders in Jhumpa Lahiri’s Interpreter of Maladies

REN Hai-yan
(School of Foreign Studies, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Most of the stories written by Jhumpa Lahiri, an Indian-American contemporary writer, are
characterized by border-crossing, a new feature of post modern culture and literature. In his short novel Inter-
preter of Maladies, Lahiri exposes and explores new forms of alienation in the postmodern world through the
representation of a pseudo-romantic encounter at the borders between nations and cultures. Both Mrs. Daz, an
Indian-American tourist, and Mr. Kapasi, the Indian tour guide, are alienated subjects. It is with their trau-
matized desires such as the return of the repressed and mediated desire that they find in each other what ap-
pears to be a romantic euphoria. Lahiri not only satires the pseudo-romance but also critiques alienation as a
modern disease.

Key words: alienation; desire; perversion; “Interpreter of Maladies” ; Jhumpa Lahiri

(TR KAL)

(DTyrell, Michael. Harvard Review. Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri, Review by Michael Tyrell, Harvard Review, 1999,17 (fall) :
199.

@Bhabha, Homi. The Location of Culture. New York: Routledge, 1994, p. 11.

3Quoted in Shankar, Lavina Dhingra. “Not Too Spicy: Exotic Mistresses of Cultural Translation in the Fiction of Chitra Divakaruni and Jhum-
pa Lahiri” in Nalini Iyer and Bonnie Zare, eds. Other Tongues: Rethinking the Language Debates in India, New York: Rodopi, 2009, p. 37.
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