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Mao Zedong’s Ideology of Building the Army Through
Political Work and Its Contemporary Development

WAN Wan & DING Jun—ping
(School of Marxism studies, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: From the Nanchang Uprising, the Three Bays Reorganization, to the Gutian Conference, Mao
Zedong’s ideology about building the army through political work gradually took shape, which was comprehen-
sively reflected at the Gutian Conference. His ideology about building the army through political work was fairly
rich in connotations, the core of which was to adhere to the Party’s absolute authority over the army. The meth-
od of the organization was to establish the companies of the army to consolidate power and ensure that the army
is under the Party’s sole command, united from top to bottom, to fight for the people by using the ideological
and political training of soldiers and the establishment of the soldiers’ committees. Mao Zedong’s method of
building the army through political work and its implementation played an important guiding role in eliminating
the non-proletarian ideology within the people’s army and the gap between the higher and lower ranks of the ar-
my, and ensuring that the people’s army was always closely linked with the people. The Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China, with Comrade Xi Jinping as its core, has inherited and developed Mao
Zedong’s thought of building the army politically and ideologically. Our Party has adhered to the most important
principle and fundamental traditions of building the army politically, thus creating a new situation of strengthe-
ning the army.

Key words: building the army through political work ; people’s army; core leadership
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