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An Analysis of Racial Melancholia in Lara

WANG Hui
(School of English Studies, Dalian University of Foreign Languages, Dalian 116044, China)

Abstract; As one of the second generation black immigrants in England, the heroine of Lara by Evaristo

is caught in the state of racial melancholia due to the imaginative loss of white skin and the loss passed down

from the first-generation immigrants. The inability to get over the loss of a loved object leads Lara onto a jour-

ney of discovery, in which she has an epiphany of multiculturalism and builds up her self-identity. Lara’s fami-

ly history constructed by her can fit into the history of the black immigrants in England. Therefore, the racial

melancholia experienced by Lara is part of the racial melancholia experienced by the black British people in

general.

Key words: Lara; loss; racial melancholia
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