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On Professional Theatrical Troupe of Fuzhou in the Late Qing Dynasty

ZHANG Xiao-yan

(School of Humanities, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: The theatrical troupe is an organizational carrier of the drama activities. The emergence of a
large number of professional theatrical troupes which mainly entertain the citizens and aim at making profits im-
portantly marks the maturity of drama and the prosperity of drama industry. The performance of Fuzhou drama
in the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China entered a mature environment, characterized by various
kinds of drama, increasing number of professional opera groups, and increasing prosperity of commercial
drama performance. The appearance of many professional troupes stimulates the commercialization of drama,
and intensifies the competition between different types of drama and troupes, resulting in the survival of the fit-
test due to the organizational mode, business mode and even the skill level of the actors.

Key words: the late Qing Dynasty; Fuzhou; the professional troupe; the organizational and
business mode
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