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On Three Words of the Six Dynasties Jiangdong
Dialect in Modern Xiang Dialects

WU Ryan Rui-wen

(Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica, Taipei 11529, Taiwan)

Abstract: This paper uses at least 13 kinds of published modern Xiang materials and tries to explore a
possible early origin of modern Xiang dialects i.e. the Jiangdong dialect of the Six Dynasties, from a diachronic
lexical perspective. Three dialectal words discussed in this paper are ‘cold’ (%), ‘cooking pot” (%h), and
“human’ (f£). ‘Cold” (74) and ‘cooking pot’ (4, recorded as £4) are found in Shi Shuo Xin Yii (i},
15 ) compiled by Lit Yi-qing (X1 LX) who lived during the Liu Song Dynasty. ‘ Human’ () is also re-
corded in both intellectuals’ poetry and folk ballads in the Southern Dynasties based on Yué Fii Shi Ji ( 5RJfF
5 ) by Kus Mao-qgian (8% ). This paper points out that those Jiangdong dialectal words are retained
more or less in modern Xiang dialects. The phenomenon shows that the Wu Language of the Eastern Jin Dynas-
ty and the Southern Dynasties is not only the predecessor of modern Min and Wu dialects but also that of Xidang
dialects.

Key words: Xiang dialects; Six Dynasties Jiangdong dialect; cold; cooking pot; human
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