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On Mutual Coexistence and Confrontation of Some Auxiliary
Words Used to Express That One Has the Ability to Do Something.

A Case Study of lai*' (3k) , tie*' (18), and tau” ({5]) ,
the Three Auxiliary Words in Yongshun Dialect

PENG Hui
(School of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The auxiliary words lai™ (3) , tie” (18), and tau™ ({8])in Yongshun dialect follow the verb as

a complement, which are equivalent to “can, be able to do sth.” , etc. in the Mandarin. They are mainly used to

express that one has the ability to do something. Their meanings and usages are sometimes the same, but they

have some strict distinctions, showing a linguistic phenomenon of mutual coexistence and confrontation.
Key words: one has the ability to do sth.; lai® (3) ; tie” (18) 5 tau® (f3])
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