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On the Characteristic Word zhao ( &) Which Means
“Loss” in Hunan Dialect

LIU Juan' & PENG Ze-run’
(1.School of Liberal Arts, Hengyang Normal University, Hengyang 421002, China;
2. School of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Among most of the Hunan dialects, the initial pronunciation of the word “loss” is cheng (&)

and the final is yao (24 ) respectively. Through the analysis of the phonological features of the word and the

source and evolution of the word meaning, this paper determines that the original word is zhao( % ). Being a

characteristic word of the Hunan dialect, the use of zhao (%) is highly consistent and almost invisible to the

external dialects. Although this word exists in some dialects of Gan dialect, it does not affect the overall situa-

tion, and this exception can be considered as the result of dialect interaction.

Key words: zhao(F ) ; characteristic word; Hunan dialect; Chinese dialect; Gan dialect
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