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Retrieving the Organization. The Contemporary Challenge of

Water Conservancy Social Adjustment Practice and Its Solution .
Based on the Theory of Collective Action

WANG Xiang-yang
(School of Politics and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract; Water conservancy is the lifeblood of agriculture, and it is a key practical mechanism to realize
the effective docking of large water conservancy and small farmers. Based on the theory of collective action,
with the basic dimensions of “the heterogeneity of actors” and the strength of organizers’ organizational
strength, the ideal construction of collective action specific types is constructed, and then the practical chal-
lenges and practices of water conservancy social adjustment practice mechanisms are mined. The study finds
that the “differentiation of farmers” and “softening of cadres” brought about by the rise of the working econo-
my and the transformation of grassroots governance constitute the dual challenge of local collective action and
become an important source of local water and social order collapse. Under the general trend that farmers’ het-
erogeneily is difficult to reverse, it is necessary to correctly understand the village publicity, the organization of
reorganization, and the balance of accounts, which are oriented by agricultural production. With the
adjustment of labor and dredging, it becomes an importantly practical path for the maintenance of local water
conservancy social order.

Key words: water conservancy society; farmer differentiation; village cadre softening; amphibious ur-
banization ; grassroots organization
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