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The knowledge production and cultural practice of anthropology
in the perspective of Marxist practical theory

YANG Chang-guo & LI Ning-yang
(School of Ethnology and Sociology, Guizhou Minzu University, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract; The existence and development of human society is a practical process from the beginning to
the end, human beings produce knowledge and create culture through practical activities. The classical anthro-
pology is well known for its sociocultural studies of “primitive societies” or “indigenous peoples or groups”,
which are “non—western” and distinctly different from “European central cultures”. Along with the extension
of the research paradigm and the new theory pattern, the field of anthropological study is no longer a pure
“distance” of “the other society” and “space” of the field also extends to the text space from geographical
spatial category, oral tradition and network virtual social space, such as the geographical spatial category, an-
thropologist continuously in between “self” and “the other” culture medium jungle to that he sees himself, u-
sing the fieldwork and ethnography of his own intellectual production, cultural practices and theory construc-
tion. At the same time, anthropologists reflect on and criticize the authenticity, objectivity, authority and sci-
entificity of traditional field work and ethnographic writing, promoting the theoretical paradigm and working
mode of cultural anthropology to keep pace with the times and highlight the characteristics of the times.

Key words: fieldwork; ethnography; cultural practice; Marxist practical theory; anthropology
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