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On Progress and Characteristics of Chinese Merchants’

Wharf Warehouse Industry Growth in Modern China (1895-1937) .
A Case Study of the Yangtze River, the Pearl River, and the Middle and

Lower Reaches of Heilongjiang River

XIONG Xin-ge
(School of History and Culture, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; From 1895 to 1937, when competing for market share with foreign merchants, China’s wharf
warehouse industry, mainly distributed in the Yangtze River and the Pearl River basin, experienced three
processes, i.e. being free from the ban, being to take shape, and then developing rapidly. It was characterized
by the following: after the Qing Government lifted the ban on Chinese merchants running their own warehou-
ses, national capitalist industry and commerce developed quickly. Chinese merchants developed different types
of warehouses and formed a certain scale, which improved the competitiveness of China’s wharf warehouse in-
dustry. Later, warehouse industry association was established, and the regulations for it was made, which pro-
moted the modernization of the traditional warehouse.

Key words: Chinese merchants; wharf warehouse industry; form a cetin scale; progress; characteristics

(AR RIEAR)

Ok ZI - (I PE ST I/ N AR LS M) Ob A+ HA) BPEBE  GRCEALECE L)), hE RS
1990 4 {555 785 L,

QikZI (BIRMBIE S ) O AN AV H) B E S CRSCRASEGE 3 M) ), PE G 1990 4ERT, 55 593 1T,

@ZEE (BT SLVFAMIAE NI T ) (DBZEAEIRD) Bk o (T IU SR E R AR 5 sk 3 (T ), TR 1R 1959 4F
Jit, 45 415-416 T,

@FFE (B ErE AR ) , 85800 b 2 5123 (3Tl LATEC (55 1) ), 3830 s 25 5123 1931 4R A, 56 437 L,

G A ARG | S S i (55 1 W) ), 3030 s B 28 1 4% 1931 4F R, 45 440 1L,

169



