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On the Coherence of Quine’s Philosophy
Framework and His Ontology

LIU Ming-yuan & HE Xiang-dong
(Logic and Intelligence Research Center, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract; The logic recognized by Quine in his later life is just the elementary logic extended with identi-

ty operator. He takes that logic as his philosophical framework, and also he accepts physical objects (in his

later life, he reduces them to classes) and classes as entities. Therefore, his philosophical framework and his

ontology are not coherent. From the theoretical perspective, finding out the true reasons of incoherence in

Quine’s philosophy, setting Set theory as Quine’s philosophical framework , resolving conflicts between his phil-

osophical framework and his ontology are very important for interpretations of scientific theories.

Key words: Quine; philosophical framework ; Ontology; coherence
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