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The Semantic Origin of the Plural Marker “ —A~”
([i ko]) of Qidong Dialect in Hunan Province

PENG Xiao-hui

(School of Literature and Journalism Communication, Hunan First Norman University, Changsha 410205, China)

Abstract: The personal pronoun “£%” ([ko]) of “—4" ([ i ko]) in Qidong dialect means “~”

([ko]) in standard Chinese. “—~" ([ i ko] ) in Qidong dialect of Hunan Province has three meanings,
namely a numeral phrase, a personal pronoun, and a marker of plural form. The personal pronoun “—/~" ([ i
ko] ) refers to “#%j i X" (meiliangyi) , which derives from the hard-wird of the numeral phrase. “—4~" ([i

ko] )is a result from the grammatization of the personal pronoun

“% 1w X7 (meiliangyi ). The semantic

meaning of the marker of plural form of Qidong dialect derives from the personal pronoun “4%fig X ” ( meilian-

gyi).

Key words: Qidong dialect; marker of plural; “—~"([i ko] ) ; meiliangyi
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