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Comments on the Second and the Sixth Red Army Groups’
Expansion in Hunan During the Long March

YANG Yong

( Center for Revolutionary Spirit and Cultural Resources of the Communist Party of China, Zunyi Normal University, Zunyi 563006, China)

Abstract; The expansion of the Second and the Sixth Red Army Groups in Hunan during the Long March
was fruitful. Over 100 people were recruited in Anhua, about 2000 in Xinhua, 300 in Chenxi, 3000 in Xupu,
at least 110 in Shaoyang and Wugang, and at least 110 in Qianyang and Huangxian, with the recruited number
totalling 5600 people. The expansion achieved remarkable results. The main reasons lied in that the Second
and the Sixth Red Army Groups held high the banner of resisting Japanese invaders and saving the nation, thus
greatly arousing the patriotic enthusiasm of Hunan people. They attached great importance to the unified de-
ployment and meticulous organization of expansion of the Red Army, and even Xinhua and Xupu launched a
vigorous expansion campaign. They actively carried out the united front work by absorbing the masses of work-
ers and peasants, as well as the advanced intellectuals to join the Red Army. They actively carried out the
work toward the masses, set up examples in abiding by disciplines, and vigorously attacked the local tyrants
and evil gentry who cruelly did great harm to the people, and attached great importance to safeguarding the in-
terests of the masses and offering them enough benefits. The Party and the Red Army, especially He Long, ex-
erted a great influence in Hunan Province. There was a large population and a good foundation of the masses in
Xinhua and Xupu, and the Red Army had a long time for rest and reorganization. The expansion of the Second
and the Sixth Red Army Groups in Hunan during the Long March greatly fostered the Red Army’s strength and
accumulated valuable experiences for the later expansion of the Red Army, thus making an important contribu-
tion to the victory of the Long March.

Key words: the Second and the Sixth Red Army Groups; the Long March; Hunan; expansion of the
Red Army
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