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Mao Zedong’s Scientific Grasp of “New Stage” Thought and
Its Contemporary Inspirations

WU Ri-ming & GU Xiao-qing
(School of Marxism Studies, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: The Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixth Central Committee of the CPC was held in Yan’an on
October 12-14, 1938. On behalf of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee, Mao Zedong made a politi-
cal report of On New Stage to the General Assembly and put forward the important inference that “ Anti-Japa-
nese war was moving toward a new stage.” Mao Zedong applied the method of contradiction analysis to reveal
the objective basis for entering the “new stage” in the anti-Japanese War. In addition, he expatiated the sig-
nificance of dividing the “new stage” , put forward the strategy of formulating the “new stage” based on the
past experience and pointed out that strengthening the Party construction was the fundamental guarantee for re-
alizing the goal of “new stage”. The “new stage” and “new era” are similar in connotations, both of which
mark the new changes of objective things and usher in a new starting point of social and historical development.
Reviewing Mao Zedong’s scientific grasp of the “new stage” is of great inspiring significance for us to have a
deep understanding of the new historical orientation of China’s development.

Key words: Mao Zedong; anti-Japanese war; new stage; new era
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