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Criticism and Reconstruction of “Logical Psychologism”

CHEN Can
( Department of Philosophy, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract; Anti-psychologism, represented by Frege and Husserl, criticizes the traditional form of
“logical psychologism” by thoroughly separating logic from psychology. This avoids the relativism of the latter,
but it prevents the influence of empirical facts from logical reasoning. However, the contemporary “new psy-
chologism” reintegrates the empirical practice of human reasoning into the scope of logic research, and empha-
sizes on the importance of some factors, such as empirical facts, information, beliefs, agents and public
knowledge , etc., to logic reasoning based on the acknowledgement of the prior validity of logic rules. It not on-
ly breaks the boundary between logic and psychology, but also promotes the integration of logic with other dis-
ciplines. By analyzing the research background and perspective of the “new psychologism” , the paper shows
that the representation plus transformation schema, adopted in modern non-classical logic, is highly likely to
reflect the normativity of logic and generalize in specific fields, which can give the direction of the practical
application of modern logic to different fields.

Key words: logical psychologism; anti-psychologism; new psychologism; representation plus transforma-
tion
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