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On the Role Transformation and Rhetorical Reconstruction
in the Five Versions of Youth in the Battle

WANG Xiao-yan'"?
(1. School of Liberal Arts, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China;
2. Fujian Vocational College of Bioengineering, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract; Based on the detailed comparisons as well as semantic and rhetorical analyses of the five ver-
sions of Youth in the Baitle, this paper sets out to clarify the role relations and transformations of Xu Feng and
Hu Wenyu (from the Party secretary of a district committee to a traitor) , representative of both positive and
negative characters in the novel, to drive home the accompanying narration of love in the form of rhetorically
rewriting such transformations as [ —sex+love | —[ —sex—love ]| —[ —sex+hate |. Finally, the application of
general rhetoric to the practical comparison of different versions of the same novel, through exploring in a re-
verse manner, i.e. “what, how and why” of rhetorical writing as both the cause and effect of literary represen-
tation, will hopefully be a model for further case study of this nature.

Key words: Youth in the Baitle; role transformation; rhetorical reconstruction; general rhetoric
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