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The Academic Tradition and Continuation on
Anthropological Study of Yao Nationality

ZHOU Da-ming
(School of Sociology and Anthropology, SunYat—sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract; The research on Yao nationality has gone through 90 years in the sense of modern anthropolo-
gy. Taking the academic history of Yao nationality sorted by teachers and students from Sun Yat-sen University
as the main line, it can be found that field investigation method is the academic tradition to study Yao nation-
ality by anthropology, and the ethnography writing focuses on the historical and cultural traditions of Yao na-
tionality, together with the social development and changes in Yao region. In the new era, the research on Yao
nationality should continue the excellent academic tradition of anthropologists to keep a foothold in the field
and lay the roots in the land of China. It should identify the main contradiction of Yao nationality, conduct in-
terdisciplinary and cross-field research, and strengthen the dialogue with anthropology both at home and a-
broad to provide the service for the ongoing rural revitalization strategy.

Key words: Yao nationality; anthropology; academic tradition
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