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Sacred and Profane. The Spiritual Dimension of the
Yao Nationality’s Guoshanbang

HU Tie-qiang & ZUO Xu

(Ancient Chinese Literature and Social Culture Base, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: The contents of the Yao Nationality’s Guoshanbang involve myths, legends, ethnic history,

production, life, customs, and religions. Known as the “Bible” and “amulet” of the Yao Nationality, it re-

cords in detail the origin, migration, customs, and the rights enjoyed by the Yao Nationality in the develop-

ment of mountainous areas. As a contractual document, the book Guoshanbang crystallizes the collective wis-

dom of the Yao Nationality, who adheres to the sacredness and pays attentions to the profanity of their specific

spiritual pursuit. Thus, it has thrown some enlightenments for relieving the spiritual crisis brought about by de-

sacredness under the globalization context.

Key words: sacredness; profanity; Guoshanbang; spiritual dimension
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