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Mao Zedong’s Speech of “ Seeking Truth From Facts”
and lts Influence

ZHANG Zhong-shan
(Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: Along with the ups and downs of the Chinese revolution, Mao Zedong gradually formed an ide-
ological line that emphasizes everything from reality, links up theory with practice, and promotes development
of revolution and theory in practice. During Yan’an period, he expounded the ideological connotation of “see-
king truth from facts” many times, and endowed it with the meaning of Marxism in his argumentative writing
Transforming Our Learning. He gave a speech entitled “Seeking Truth from Facts” at the conference on reor-
ganization and establishment of the Marxist—Leninist Research Institute, reiterating his ideological line of start-
ing from objective reality, seeking the regularity of the Chinese revolution and then using it to guide the revolu-
tionary practice. This speech established the research direction for the Marxist-Leninist Research Institute and
the renamed Central Research Institute, and promoted its academic policy to achieve a transition from mainly
studying Marxist theory to using it to study the reality of the Chinese revolution.

Key words: Mao Zedong; “seeking truth from facts” speech; Central Research Institute
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