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Mao Zedong’s Democratic Theory During the Yan’an
Period and Sinicization of Marxism

PENG Zhen
(School of Marxism Studies, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong’s democratic theory during the Yan’an period is the significant aspect and impor-
tant content of sinicization of Marxism. In the semi-colonial and semi-feudal modern China lacking of the inde-
pendence and democracy, the issues such as how to strive for the people’s democracy, how to achieve the na-
tional independence and the people’s liberation and how to establish a real people’s republic have not provided
the ready answer by Marxism. Therefore, these issues of China must depend on the Chinese themselves to look
for independent exploration and solution, and need the Communist Party of China to apply Marxism-Leninism
in accordance with the characteristics of China and embody Marxism-Leninism to be concrete in China. Mao
Zedong’s democratic theory during the Yan’an period combines the theoretical foundation of Marxism with the
theoretical and discourse innovation of Chinese experience and practice and style, which is the exemplary in-
novation of sinicization of Marxism and the systematic discussion on comprehensive democracy, which has pro-
vided valuable experiences for the further promotion of sinicization of Marxism.
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