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On Frege’s Theory of Function-Argument and lts
Impact on Modern Logic and Philosophy of Language

ZHANG Yan-jing & ZHENG Jia-ping
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Hebei University, Baoding 071002, China)

Abstract; Frege, in the process of establishing modern logic, puts forward the new explanation of func-
tion. According to the view of Frege, function is incomplete, and in need of supplementation. When function is
supplemented with an argument, a complete whole will be made up. In accordance with the type of arguments,
functions can be divided into first-level functions and second-level functions. Frege’ theory of function-
argument constitutes the foundation of his analysis of concept and object. The relation between concept and ob-
ject is the most fundamental logical relation, which can be used to characterize all other logical relations. The
distinction between first-level functions and second-level functions forms the basis for distinguishing between
first-order concepts and second-order concepts. By analyzing universal quantifier and existential quantifier,
Frege constructs the theory of quantifiers, and creates modern logic. Therefore, Frege’ theory of function-argu-
ment is the theoretical premise and key method for constructing modern logical system. At the same time, the
basic method of analytical philosophy and philosophy of language is logical analysis, while theory of function-
argument is the theoretical basis of logical analysis, which has an important influence on analytical philosophy
and philosophy of language.
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