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Revisiting C. P. Snow: Two Cultures in lan McEwan’s Saturday

SHANG Bi-wu
(School of Foreign Languages, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240, China)
Abstract: As a rejoinder to the current critical view of labeling McEwan’s Saturday as “9 « 11”7 novel ,
this paper argues that “9 - 117 attack and its related political concerns are not the ultimate pursuit of the no-
vel. To a large extent, Saturday is a novel about the conflicts and integration of two cultures, namely science
represented by a neurosurgeon Henry Perowne, and literature represented by his daughter Daisy. Metaphorical-
ly speaking, what science can do to humans’ physical world is like what literature can work on their spiritual
world. In doing so, McEwan revisits C. P. Snow and explores the possibility of complementarity of two cul-
tures, despite of their seemingly exclusiveness.
Key words: lan McEwan; C. P. Snow; Saturday; two cultures
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