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Belief Crises and Reflections of the British Intellectuals.
A Case Study of A.S. Byatt’s Morpho Eugenia

LI Li-xin

(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract; In her novel Morpho Eugenia, Byatt reveals the Anglican’s negative impact on the intellectual
growth of the British intellectuals in the mid and late 19" century. The rigid religious doctrines suppress the
intellectuals’ freethinking and push them into a spiritual dilemma. The theologians, in the name of love, glorify
the rule of the aristocracy and conceal their degeneration beneath the prosperity of the Victorian society.
Through writing the belief anxiety, Byatt emphasizes that belief conflict is a great opportunity for intellectuals
to replace the theological world with a world that is open and full of knowledge exploration. Analyzing Morpho
Eugenia from the perspective of belief crises not only gives us an insight into Byatt’s religious view, political
view and conception of literary creation, but also functions as a key to understand the British society in
the 1860s.

Key words: A.S. Byait; British intellectuals; belief crises; reflections
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