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On the Writing Technique and Hero Narration of Breaking
the Fourth Wall. Rereading Mai Jia’s Novel Ren Sheng Hai Hai

LI Min-rui
( Department of Chinese Literature & Language, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract; If the novel is regarded as a movie, the writing method of Mai Jia’s new work Ren Sheng Hai

Hai is very novel. Mai Jia breaks the fourth wall and lets “I” and the reader sit under the stage and listen to

each narrator tell the story of the “Colonel”. Through “uncovering the Colonel’s secret” , we can decipher the

code of human nature and psychology, and examine the imprint of the history on people’s hearts. Whether its

narrative theme, narrative form, or creative intention, this work is totally different from his previous one. It is

a successful self-transcendence in the process of Mai Jia’s creation, and through this work Ren Sheng Hai Hai,

it rekindles the moral function of literature to heal people’s hearts and soothe their wounds.

Key words: Ren Sheng Hai Hai; the fourth wall; hero narration; human ethics
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