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On the Features of New and Old Xiang Dialects

Discussions Based on Several Phonological and Vocabulary Standards

LI Kang-cheng

(School of Humanities, Hunan Univesity of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; The new and old Xiang dialects are the earliest internal division of Xiang dialects, according to
the historical classification of Xiang dialects based on the existence of all voiced initials. The historical classifi-
cation of the new and old Xiang dialects is related to and different from the geographical distribution of Xiang
dialects, according to the characteristics of phonology. The former is a macro-dichotomy, while the latter is a
micro and multi-division, and the two classifications complement each other. The features of the new and old
Xiang dialects are unbalanced, and some dialects are interlaced. The current situation of the new and old
Xiang dialects is related to language contact and language evolution, which is worthy of further consideration.
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