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Carnival of Marginal Discourse: Individual Speech on
Contemporary Chinese Education

WANG Chao
(School of Humanities, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; Since the 1990s, with the advent of the era of globalization, informationization and pluralism,
the “people-oriented” concept has gradually become the main theme of contemporary social life and the main-
stream discourse in Chinese education in primary and middle schools. With the increasing concern and over-
emphasis on individual discourse,the discourse field of Chinese education has undergone important changes, i.
e. marginal discourse shows a trend of mainstreaming, while central discourse shows a weakening or even a
certain degree of aphasia. The radical criticism of teacher’s discourse, the free expression of students’ dis-
course, and the entertainment carnival of public discourse all have made Chinese education a feast of carnival
territory and marginal discourse of individual discourse. Under the current context of modernization, Chinese
education in primary and middle schools should regulate individual discourse and advocate overall discourse;
reduce the negative impact of post-modernism and enhance the recognition of core values; rationally treat the
advocacy of student-centered theory, adhere to the rational authority of teachers; eliminate the negative inter-
ference of consumer culture, and adhere to the active leadership of the mainstream media.

Key words: Chinese education; marginal discourse; carnival; reflection
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