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Age Identity and Reconstruction of Western Spirit in
No Country for Old Man and Gilead

HU Bi-yuan
(School of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Hohai University, Nanjing 210098, China)

Abstract ; Both Cormac McCarthy and Marilynne Robinson published fictions concerning age identity, No

Country for Old man and Gilead respectively, at the turn of the new century. The former critiques the destruc-

tion of traditional values by capital logic, while the latter focuses on a construction of territoriality by power

discourse. However, both of them writes subjective experience of the aging as a technique to go beyond western

myth of the young and to reconstruct western spirit with an identity mode of the elderly rooted in a persistence

in conservativism and traditional values.

Key words: Cormac McCarthy; Marilynne Robinson; No Couniry for Old man; Gilead; age identity

(FTHERAT 2 AE)

(MRobert DS. “Human Territoriality; A Theory” ,Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 1983(1), p. 58.
QFE GEIEARY - DT CRIBY) BN A REMZIRY , CHIMBHE R E MR GE2 R RR) Y2017 4255 5 11,
@Susan K. “The Global West; Temporality, Spatial Politics, and Literary Production” ,In Nicolas S. W, ed. A Companion of the Literature

and Culture of the American West. Willey—Blackwell, 2011, p. 515.

67



