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A Study of Metaphor in the Ecological Discourse of the
Governance of China from the Perspective of Rhetorical Criticism

LI Ke
(School of Translation Studies, Shandong University, Weihai 264209, China)

Abstract: The theoretical framework, critical metaphor analysis rebuilt upon rhetorical criticism, is a-
dopted in the study to describe, explain and evaluate metaphors in the ecological discourse of the governance
of China, which can be further subdivided into three kinds, i.e. greenization discourse, beautiful China dis-
course, and discourse of ecological civilization system. A corpus of the ecological discourse of the governance
of China is built so as to pave the path for making a systematic analysis of the metaphors concerned. It has
been proved that the rhetorical motive behind the metaphors lies in that China highlights the balanced and har-
monious relationship between economic progress and ecological civilization construction, and is urgently
seeking to build ecological civilization system.

Key words: rhetorical criticism; the governance of China; ecological discourse; critical metaphor analy-
sis
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