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On the Cultural Environment of the Dong Chorus and
Its Influence over Its Sound Structure

LIAO Jing
(School of Arts, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; The Dong Chorus is a typical representative of multi-voice music with a long history, fully
showing all aspects of the Dong people’s life. Its delicate and simple style comes directly from its sound struc-
ture, which is embodied as follows; the structure of the melody is composed of multi-segments with the nature
of segmented songs, named by mei, and has a series of mature systems; the texture of branch polyphony and
the main tone of continuous tone are adopted ; the five-tone feather mode is adopted in the mode of the melody;
the melody development technique has its own characteristics and ups and downs; and the tune is sung in the
Dong language. The formation of this sound structure is inseparable from its cultural habitat, that is the long
history of farming has laid the foundation for the stability of the vocal structure of the Dong Chorus; the drum
tower culture has promoted the formation of harmony texture, and the humanistic customs with great cohesion
have promoted the formation of the multi-stage structure with the cavity as the core.

Key words: the Dong Chorus; cultural environment; sound structure
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