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A Critical Perspective of “Psychohistory School”
in America’s Mao Zedong Study

HE Yin-yin
( Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The “psychohistory school” of America’s Mao Zedong study has three major analysis models
that is revolutionary immortality, cultural psychology, and psychological biography. Superficially, the “psy-
chohistory school” pursues the interaction between psychology and history, and sees psychoanalysis as a useful
supplement to the historical materialistic analysis framework. In fact, the psychoanalytic theory and psychohis-
tory cited by it are fundamentally contrary to the historical materialism. This requires us to consciously evade
the external criticism of the “psychohistory school” , delve into its inner rationale, and face up to the methodo-
logical inspiration of the “psychohistory school” , making it a useful resource for deepening the researches of
Mao Zedong and his thoughts.

Key words: Mao Zedong; “psychohistory school” ; psychohistory analysis method ; external criticism
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