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Julian Barnes’s Francophile Complex and
His Reflection on Englishness

LI Ying & LI Hui-fang
(School of Foreign Studies, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract; Many of Julian Barnes’s novels take France as an important reference to define and reflect on

Englishness. With his Francophile Complex, the English are dwarfed by the French in terms of character, ways

of thinking and artistic aesthetics, which contradicts the traditional English self-image. Actually, what Barnes

seeks is a reflection of the narrowness and limitation of traditional Englishness rather than a selling of

“French”. Through his “cross-writing” , Barnes integrates French influence into his insistence of English liter-

ary tradition, and creates innovative works with a unique style.
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