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An Analysis of Gaze and Counter-gaze in Sweet Tooth

WU Ling'?
(1. School of Foreign Studies, Henan Agricultural University, Zhengzhou 450046, China;
2. Institute of English Language and Literature, Henan Agricultural University, Zhengzhou 450046, China)

Abstract ;. Sweet Tooth is another novel by one of British most celebrated contemporary novelists lan McE-
wan, author of Atonement. This controversial book presents a delicate picture of the complexities and
limitations of humans in intimacy, through a multiple layered narration. Beneath its surface plot of espionage,
McEwan brings his readers to a close examination of the male hegemony and female silence, comparing the de-
ceit and duplicity in intimacy to espionage. The way the female and male protagonists lie to each other and
keep surveillance against each other is a perfect metaphor for the dynamics between men who domineer and
women who awaken and rebel.

Key words: Sweet Tooth; gaze; counter-gaze
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