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Sino-foreign Trademark Disputes and Their Arbitrations
in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China

LIU Jun-ping
(School of Law, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract; Since the Opium War, many a foreign businessman had come to China to invest and set up
factories, which saw more frequent trade exchanges between China and foreign countries. Commercial disputes
on trademark between China and foreign countries were typical. Disputes between Chinese and foreign mer-
chants had focused on whether the trademark was infringed and how to compensate for it when the trademark
infringement was established. The specific types of Sino-foreign trademark disputes included disputes arising
from counterfeit trademarks, disputes arising from counterfeited registered trademarks, and disputes arising
from the sale of counterfeit goods. The arbitration of Sino—foreign trademark disputes included the official one
and the civil one. The former used litigation, while the latter relied on mediation. National laws and social
norms as well as common sense were the most important basis for arbitration of Sino-foreign trademark disputes.
Sino-foreign trademark disputes have had a far-reaching effect, and to summarize the experiences and lessons
can provide a useful reference for the resolution of today’s foreign—related trademark disputes.

Key words: the late Qing Dynasty and Republic of China; Sino-foreign disputes; trademark; arbitration
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