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On the Role of the individual in history from
the Perspective of Historical Materialism

WANG Xiang-qing & SHEN Kuan

(School of Marxism Studies and the Research Center of Mao Zedong, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract; The historical materialism regards that an individual is both the impetus as well as the product
of history. Individual practice is the basic unit that constitutes the whole history, but the result of history can
only be the collection of individual practice and its influence after the conflict and integration of individual will.
The role of the individual in history is restricted by social conditions and manifested as the unity of contingency
and necessity, and increases with the growth of human knowledge. The role of the individual varies by the
magnitude of his contribution, being distinguished and being ordinary. By nature, it can be divided into those
that promote the development and those that slow down the development. Under the background of the new
era, an individual should create and enrich his or her own material and spiritual living conditions through hard
work so as to promote the progress of history.

Key words: individual ; history; historical materialism; resultant force; restriction
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