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On the Definition of Humanitarian Intervention and
Its Disputes in Academic Considerations

DI Ying-na
(' Qiushi Journal, Beijing 100072, China)

Abstract; Humanitarian intervention is a major issue in current international political development. It is
also an important proposition that cannot be avoided when answering the question of “what’s wrong with the
world and how should we respond to it”. Since the concept of “humanitarianism” was born, its connotations
have experienced a multiple development of being and empirical study, which is a process of constant enrich-
ment and development. The key reason for the continuous arguments about humanitarian intervention in the ac-
ademic circle lies in that the connection and difference between humanitarian intervention and humanitarian as-
sistance are not clearly defined in theory. The clear definition of the theoretical connotation of humanitarian in-
tervention is the theoretical basis for a thorough analysis of the two different development directions of humani-
tarian intervention in the post-Cold War era. The western humanitarian theory is the theory of “interference” ,
and its essence is the excuse for interference. The true humanitarian concern means taking the right to life and
the right to development as the starting point for safeguarding the basic human rights.

Key words: humanitarian intervention; concept definition; academic dispute; development direction

TR EHHE)

(DMichael Newman.Humanitarian Intervention ; Confronting the Contradictions. London: Hurst & Company, 2009, p. 38.
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