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The Spiritual Presentation of Travelogues about the Northwest of
China in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China

WANG Shu-sen'’& SHEN Wen-fan'
(1. School of Literature, Jilin University, Changchun 100032, China;
2. Institute of Literature, Anhui Academy of Social Sciences, Hefei 230051, China)

Abstract; In the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, the northwest travelogues showed the fine
spirit and features of various circles in northwest society at various levels. In the works of the travelogues, some
upper class people in northwest China had a conscious awareness of their own mission and an understanding at-
titude towards the main trend of the times, and they steadfastly safeguarded the national unity. As many writers
of the travelogues had been baptized by modern civilization, they paid much attention to the exploration of or-
dinary immigrants, European and American missionaries, outstanding members of the scientific and
educational circles and even the red revolutionaries when they devoted themselves to the cause of development
and construction in northwest China. In wide contact with the ordinary people in northwest China, the writers
of travelogues were moved by their simple kindness and perseverance, and tried their best to invent the spiritu-
al wealth contained in them. The travelogues, written by the writers who had traveled thousands of miles, also
highlighted the mission of a class of modern intellectuals to the country and the world, as well as the spiritual
refinement and promotion they had received. It was proved that the northwest land could play an important role
in cultivating the great national spirit and the brand-new spirit of the times. The spiritual writing of travelogues
in northwest China gave a new life to the style of travelogues at the end of the 19th century and the beginning
of the 20th century.

Key words: travelogues about the Northwest of China; human nature brilliance; national character;
spirit of the times

(FriEsst  Awik)

O HEsh A GRTSEEIC) , AR L Se A A s 0T BLAGK P AT HAD) , thWIE A8 s SRS AR PE AT ) B L B 2R 4 N,
ERENT 21 B4 KRR
QN BRI BLCREAT HAC) - 77, BT B AT Had) AL R E T AR 55 1 3

166



