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Mao Zedong’s Economic Ethics and Its Contemporary Value

LIU Xiang-yuan
(School of Public Administration, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong never develops economy for the sake of economy, but for the happiness of the
people. Economy is the means, and the people’s happiness is the goal. However, the existing problem is that
in the process of economic development, Mao Zedong overemphasizes value orientation and ethics. He overem-
phasizes that “cakes should be divided well” but ignores the law of “making big cakes” , which lead to the ad-
vancement of the changes in production relations and ethics as well as morals. However, in his whole life, Mao
Zedong’s emphasis on the ethical dimension of socialist economic development is very correct and precious. In
contemporary China, it is particularly necessary to strengthen its inheritance and development.

Key words: Mao Zedong; economic ethics; contemporary value
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