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Mao Zedong and Populism in the Vision of Meisner.

A Text Analysis Based on Investigation Report of Hunan Peasant Movement

SHEN Jin-xia

(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: In the 1960s, the American scholar Maurice Meisner, from the perspective of “ Russian

Populism” , analyzed Mao Zedong’s political thought and practice based on the text of Investigation Report on Hunan

Peasant Movement , and put forward the theory that Mao Zedong was deeply influenced by populism all his life,

which strengthened the “heresy theory” of Harvard School and had a great repercussion in the field of Western Mao

Zedong studies. this paper holds that Mao Zedong’s views on peasants, cities and capitalism adhere to and inherit

Marxist materialism and dialectics, and there are qualitative differences between them and Russian Populism.

Key words: Mao Zedong; Marxism; Populism; Investigation Report on Hunan Peasani Movement
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