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Approaching the Uncertainties of Tom-Tom’s Identity in Prowler

BI Zhou-pin'~?
(1. School of Foreign Languages, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, China;
2. Research Center for Overseas Studies and Media Reports on Hainan, Haikou 570228, China)

Abstract: Australian writer Marion May Campbell’s novel Prowler portrays Tom-Tom as a fringe dweller.
In the process of developing homosexual and heterosexual relationships, it is difficult for Tom-Tom to define
her own sexuality as she oscillates between masculinity and femininity. She longs for heterosexual love which
she finds frustrating; she tries to seek intimacy from women, but is fully aware of the unconformity of homosex-
uality. It is also hard for her to define her racial identity, being confused about who she is, i.e. Aboriginal or
“bourgeois white”. As a victim of patriarchal society, she identifies with the oppressed Aboriginals, but can’t
deny her white skin. Having been suppressed by patriarchy, Tom-Tom often falls into illusory dreams or fanta-
sy, being unable to distinguish her real space and imaginary space. By adopting postmodernism narrative strat-
egies, Campbell interprets the theme of Tom-Tom’s uncertain identity and expresses her protest against patri-
archy as a radical feminist.
Key words: Marion May Campbell; Prowler; sexuality; race; space
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