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Historical and Philosophical Reflections on Asian Civilizations

QIAN Cheng-dan

(Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100066, China)

Abstract; The continuation of any civilization depends on two carriers. One is a spiritual carrier, that is
religious or non-religious doctrines, which constitute the ideology of civilization ; the other is a political carrier,
that is national power, which constitutes the system guarantee for civilization. The spiritual carrier and the po-
litical carrier are indispensable, otherwise civilization will have nothing to rely on and become unstable. What
is special about China is that it first combined the spiritual carrier of civilization ( Confucianism) and political
carrier (imperial structure) to form a perfect connection between ideology and the country, which is unique in
the world. Currently, in this ever-changing world, only by relying on the joint efforts and progress of all civili-
zations, i.e. the Eastern civilization and the Western civilization, can the common issues faced by the interna-
tional community be solved.

Key words: Asian civilizations; spiritual carrier; political carrier; mutual development
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