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An Anthropological Interpretation on “The Third Generation
Returning to Ancestors” of Tujia Nationality

LI Zui-hai
(School of Political Science and Law, Ningxia University, Yinchuan 750021, China)

Abstract: There is a custom, “returning to ancestors” of Tujia nationality people, who live in the Enshi
Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture. The local people call this phenomenon “returning to their ancestors in
the third generations” , while a few people call it “returning to their ancestors” or “having two surnames”.
There are threetypes of people that have the “returning to ancestors” , namely remarriage, adoption, and that a
man marries into and lives with the bride’s family. The process of “The Third Generation Returning to Ances-
tors” is actually a process of mutual aid and mutual sharing. When a person remarries, be adopted or becomes
a son-in-law, he or she believes that the kindness of raising and the love of his or her parents are over, and he
or she needs to find his or her biological father and root. To a certain extent, this is a respect for ancestors and
a social moral responsibility. It plays an important role in maintaining Tujia social structure. A good ethnic tra-
dition has far-reaching significance for ethnic development and social progress.

Key words: anthropological interpretation; returning to ancestors; Tujia nationality
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