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Defending the Best Candidate Theories for the Ship of
Theseus Puzzle.

From the Views of Tshad ma rigs pa’i gter

PENG Shan-shan' & LIU Ye-tao®
(1. School of Marxism Studies, Jilin Normal University, Siping 136000, China;
2. School of Philosophy, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: The Best Candidate Theories for the ship of Theseus puzzle indicate that the judgment of
individuals’ identity depends on people’s choice rather than objects. The theories are challenged mainly from
three perspectives, i. e. ontological existence, historical origin and historical development process of
individuals. In the field of oriental philosophy, Tshad ma rigs pa’i gter( { IR K1) ), one of the Tibetan
Hetuvidya ( KB ) epistemological scriptures has similar viewpoints with the Best Candidate Theories. Based on
the interpretations of Tshad ma rigs pa’i gter, this paper attempts to revise and defend the Best Candidate The-
ories, and draws the following conclusions. There is no ontological identity of the ship of Theseus; there is no
standard of ontological identity; the judgment of identity depends on people’s consensus.
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