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On the Cause, Risk and lts Governance of Algorithm “Black Box”

TAN Jiu-sheng & FAN Xiao-yun
(School of Public Administration, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: As a cutting-edge technology, algorithm has greatly improved the social operation efficiency
and constantly innovates the social development mode. However, the algorithm “black box” has been formed,
due to the complexity of algorithm technology, the lack of relevant laws and policies, the limitation of algo-
rithm literacy, the lack of open algorithm power and the maintenance of algorithm security. The existence of
the “black box” makes the application of the algorithm in the public domain easily lead to the problems, such
as the domination of public power by private capital, the government failure of algorithm supervision, and the
crisis of government trust. Therefore, the algorithm “black box” must be governed. The key of governance is to
achieve the “meaningful algorithmic transparency”, which can be achieved by building the system of govern-
ment responsibility and obligation, promoting the algorithm openness of technology companies, and playing the
role of social organization supervision.

Key words: algorithm; algorithm black box; risk; algorithm governance
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