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The Contemplating and Reconstructing of the Public-Private

|ldeas of the Peasants.
Based on Logic Analysis of Subjectivity, Public Character and Modernity

HAN Ping' ,XUE Jia-Shu®
(1. School of Marxism Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China;
2. School of Social Sciences, The Chinese University of Hongkong, Hong kong 999077, China)

Abstract ; Due to the lack of subjectivity, the lack of public development and the low degree of moderni-
ty, there are some problems existed in the public and private ideas of the peasants, such as the confusion in
participating in “public rights” and maintaining “private benefits” , the difficulty in choosing between the tra-
ditional “rule of etiquette” and the modern “rule of law” , and the double deficiency in practicing “public mo-
rality” and cultivating “ private morality”. To reshape the public-private concept of peasants, we need to
strengthen their subjectivity in order to solve the problem of over-emphasis on private interests, to develop their
publicity in order to firm the value orientation of “respecting public” and “serving for the public” , and to cul-
tivate their modernity in order to guide them to pursue the moral realm of “selflessness”.

Key words: the public-private ideas; modernization; reconstruction
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