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On the Application of International Humanitarian
Law in the New Forms of War .

Centering on the Principle of Proportionality

LIU Cai-kuan
(School of Law, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: The principle of proportionality embodies the essential characteristics of international humani-
tarian law and plays a leading role in its generalization and generality. Focused on the principle of proportional-
ity, this paper analyzes the challenges posed by outer space armed conflict, cyber armed conflict and lethal
autonomous weapon systems to international humanitarian law, and puts forward the following suggestions on
how to cope with these three challenges. Firstly, while strengthening international legislation on outer space se-
curity, the international humanitarian law should be interpreted and supplemented in the light of outer space
characteristics. Secondly, it is necessary to actively prevent cyber armed conflicts and strengthen the research
on regulation of cyber armed conflicts. The International Committee of the Red Cross shall give a new interpre-
tation of the rules of international humanitarian law that is applicable to cyber armed conflicts. Thirdly, the de-
velopment of “fully autonomous” autonomous weapon systems should be prohibited, a strict review system for
autonomous weapons systems should be established, and a protocol on autonomous weapons systems should be
concluded under the UN Convention on Conventional Weapons.

Key words: international humanitarian law; principle of proportionality; armed conflict in outer space;

cyber armed conflict; lethal autonomous weapon systems
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