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The Rhetorical Interpretation of Mao Zedong’s Political
Discourse “All Reactionaries Are Paper-tigers”

LIU Xian-rui & WANG Xi-sheng
(School of Marxism Studies, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241002, China)

Abstract ; In the process of ideological and political education, it is necessary to pay attention not only to
the issues of “who says”, “what to say”, and “to whom” , but also to the issue of “how to say”. “To carry
one’s point, one must persuade”. Strategy and method are inseparable from the guidance of rhetoric theory.
Mao Zedong’s political discourse “all reactionaries are paper-tigers” is a paragon of rhetoric. Rhetorical
analysis and interpretation of this discourse will help us accurately reveal, deeply understand and correctly
grasp the rhetorical laws of ideological and political education discourse, and then build the audience’s atten-
tion to listening, a system of discourse that can be heard and favored, thereby enhancing the persuasiveness,
appeal, and communication of ideological and political education discourse.

Key words: Mao Zedong; political discourse; ideological and political education; rhetoric; figures
of speech

(iR E52

OCBRERBEECE 48) ), AR BAREE 1991 4ERR, 55 1 195 7T,
QO 7 B REAS I SCAE (55 1 38) ) , AR kL 2009 4R, 26 11 1T,



