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TER R SCHINME

War, Reconstruction and Memory: Ethics of History
Narrative in The March

ZHU Yun
(School of Foreign Studies, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225000, China)

Abstract: Doctorow’s The March reimagines the inner war period of General Sherman’s military march
into the Deep South. This paper argues that Doctorow employs the war narrative to recover the others in the A-
merican history and reconstructs the pre-modern America experiencing the trauma brought by war. In addition
to the objective historical perspective, the novel endows multiple others with the power of seeing and speaking,
exhibiting the individual’s non-free state of existence, questions the inner-war myth and rememorizes a history
of modern-turn America based on the destruction and rebuilt of home and country. As a “false document”,
The March demonstrates a history witnessed and narrated from individual perspective in an attempt to approach
the truth of history, which embodies Doctorow’s justice of history narrative.

Key words: E. L. Doctorow; The March; violence of war; traumatic memory ; history narrative
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