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Construction of the Power Discourse in the Anthropocene:.
On China Image in the 21* Century Western Climate-fiction

JIANG Li-fu' & MENG Qing-fen®
(1. College of Foreign Languages, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Nanjing 210016, China;

2. School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology, Nanjing 210044, China)

Abstract: In the 21" century, the issue of the climate change has become the ideological battlefield with
the climate-fiction serving as pivotal vehicles. Western writers construct the Anthropocene discursive power a-
bout China by means of three strategies, that is, firstly, narrowing the global issue of climate change down into
a “Chinese issue” ; secondly, politicalizing the so-called “Chinese issue” , and thirdly, signifying crucial Chi-
nese historical and cultural events. Taken together, these strategies form a chain structure, which constrains
China image in Western discourse, aiming to produce a universal Anthropocene discursive mechanism. It is
believed that having a systematic study of China image in the Anthropocene climate-fiction and exploring the
trap-in-trap within it will shed light on the inner mechanism and fundamental purpose of westerners’ imagining
China. What’s more, it will help to better China image and explore the possible solution to the Anthropocene
predicament.
Key words: Anthropocene; climate change; climate-fiction; China image
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